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Convener of the Council of Representatives, (Ambassador(Retd.) Ajit Kumar) 

Distinguished Colleagues, 

 

Let me begin by expressing our deep appreciation to President Thabo Mbeki 

for his inspiring leadership which has kept the South Centre and the interests of the 

countries of the South at the centre of its activities.  

I would also like to put on record my appreciation of the Executive Director, 

Dr. Carlos Correa who has carried out his responsibilities professionally injected a 

new dynamism. We thank Dr. Correa for his insightful presentation on the overview 

of the activities of the South Centre in the past year. 

 

Pakistan values the positive role of the South Centre for the developing 

countries. The Centre’s focus on international taxation system, trade agreements, 

intellectual property rights, access to medicines, academic commentaries on 

UNCTAD, WIPO, WHO, WTO and other international organization, is indeed 

valuable. The content of the policy briefs and publications brought out by the Centre 

are enriching and well-researched. 

 

Mr. Convener, 

As we meet today, the COVID pandemic continue to pose unprecedented 

health, social and economic challenges across the globe. The raging pandemic 

warrants our collective endeavours for a more resilient, more equal and more 

environmentally sustainable world in line with the ambition of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development. For this the developing countries need to work together 

in the spirit of collaboration and cooperation and avoid silos and segregations. We 

must rekindle the spirit of South South cooperation that binds us together at the 

South Centre. In this regard, we propose the following priority areas:-  
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1. Equitable and affordable access to medicine for all: There is need of a 

viable framework for equitable and affordable supply of medicines 

including COVID vaccine to developing countries. Skyrocketing prices of 

patented medicines and technologies calls for a joint approach on the  

affordability of public healthcare.  

 

2. Reforming International Economic and Financial Architecture:  The 

current global economic and financial crises with worldwide impacts, have 

disproportionately affected developing countries, in particular, in their 

efforts to implement the Right to Development. Time has come to seek a 

meaningful reform of the existing global financial architecture. South 

Centre should lend its intellectual support to the ideas of creation of 

International Debt Authority, Multidimensional Vulnerability Index and an 

independent Global Credit Rating Agency. 

 

3. Reducing inequalities through fair globalization: A sustainable, equitable 

recovery from the Covid-19 recession will depend upon reducing 

inequalities.Adapting the rules, norms and institutions to ensure that the 

gains from economic activities are more fairly distributed.Fair 

Globalization can help developing countries to implement the 

development strategies ranging from technology access to implementation 

of industrial policiesthrough fair and free international trade regime. 

 

4. Reforming in International Taxation System: There is a need of reform in 

the International Tax System, giving rights to developing countries to tax 

the companies earning revenues in their jurisdiction. Just distribution of 

taxation rights on multilateral companies is a pre-requisite for providing a 

longer term and sustainable revenue generation within developing 

countries. 

 

5. Mitigating climate change: Climate change is a common challenge of the 

developing world. The Paris Agreement under the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change is a major milestone in this 

global effort to combat climate change. The commitments for common but 

differentiated responsibility under the Kyoto Protocol are crucial for this 

pathway of mitigation. Reducing greenhouse gas emissions and promoting 

sustainable and climate-resilient development is indispensable to the 

attainment of 2030 Agenda. 

 

6. Curbing illicit financial outflows from developing countries & immediate 

return of their stolen assets to these countries are essential. Recent 

estimates suggest that revenue losses, caused by tax-motivated illicit 

financial flows (IFFs) alone, are in the range of $49-$193 billion. 

Clamping down on corporate tax avoidance and evasion and other forms 

of illicit financial flows can help both to expand fiscal space and address 

the inequality challenge. 
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Mr. Convenor,  
 

The Global South has a shared identity, commonality of interests and a reason 

to work together for these similar objectives. South Centre, has consistently and 

diligently helped unifying efforts and expertise of the south to promote their 

common interests in the international arena. The support provided by the South 

Centre at an intellectual and policy level has helped developing countries to act and 

negotiate at the global stage to safeguard their collective as well as individual 

interests.  

 

Mr. Convenor,  
 

Pakistan stands ready to work with other Member States and the South Centre 

team in a constructive manner so as to further strengthen the South Centre and 

enhance its relevance. 

 

Thank you. 

*** 

 


